Brief overview of the ALADIN operational activities at the Hungarian Meteorological Service

The operational suite in Budapest was basically kept unchanged in the first half of 2006 with the following main characteristics:

· ALADIN cycle: cy28t3

· Horizontal resolution: 8 km

· Vertical levels: 49

· Grid: linear

· Data assimilation: 3d-var

· Observations: SYNOP, TEMP, AMDAR, ATOVS:AMSU-A, AMSU-B

The slight changes with respect to the previous year concern the following areas:

· Introduction of AMSU-B data into the 3d-var assimilation suite.

· Introduction of pre-filter for the thinning of AMDAR data.

· Migration of the operational suite from Regatta (p690) to IBM cluster platform (p655).

· Application of “PACOURT” data for LBC-s for the UTC run. 

Parallel suite:

· ALADIN dynamical adaptation at 8km horizontal and 49 levels vertical resolution

Computer upgrades in the first part of 2006:

· New mainframe computer: SGI Altix Bx2 computer with 144 Intel Itanium 2 processors with 288 Gbyte of memory (note: half of the system will be used for NWP; the migration of the ALADIN system is close to its end)

· New archiving system: IBM 3584 UltraScalable Tape library with around 30 Tbyte capacity (the system is already in operational use)

Additional issues:

· In the Altix system it is planned to introduce ALADIN integration four times a day (at the very end of September).

· The transition from RETIM dissemination to ECMWF-backup went smoothly without any problem.

